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Horizon Europe

Pillar 3 – Innovative Europe: 
stimulating market-creating 
breakthroughs and ecosystems 
conducive to innovation

Horizon Europe is implemented through work 

programmes which set out funding opportunities.



European Innovation Council 
(EIC)
Work Programme Overview 2023

3



EIC Work Programme 2023: Overview

Budget

€ 10 Billion

Unique

Combines research & accelerator 

for SMEs, startups, scaleups

Largest deep-tech innovator in Europe

Over €3 billion

Europe’s 

most 

ambitious 

innovation 

initiative

Enhances the European Innovation Ecosystems

Largest deep-tech innovator in Europe

Partnerships with ERC,EIT regions…

• First WP (2021) adopted 18 March 2021, €1.5 billion 

• Second WP (2022) adopted 7 February 2022, €1.7 billion

• Third WP (2023) adopted 7 December 2022, € 1.7 billion 
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: Overview

1. EIC Work Programme 2023 | European Innovation Council (europa.eu)

TRL 

1-4 

TRL 

3-6 

TRL 

6-9 

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/6e06000e-c745-4505-93c6-df069b31970a_en


EIC main calls in 2023 - Overview



• A novelty under Horizon Europe and a specific scheme applicable only to the EIC Accelerator.

• Applies to applications that result from existing national or regional programmes.

• No direct application to the EIC Accelerator call. Instead, a project review at national or regional level 

assessing the innovation or market deployment potential of an existing project.

• Projects submitted to the EIC Accelerator, fulfill the following conditions:

• the proposal meets the two first award criteria of the EIC Accelerator (excellence and impact);

• there is no duplication of funding of activities and costs to be supported under the EIC Accelerator 

with the existing grant allocated at national or regional level;

• the applicant meets the eligibility criteria for the EIC Accelerator.

Plug-in Scheme

8

21 Member States with certified programmes 



To allow eligible researchers (from Pathfinder, ERC, MSCA, RI, EIT) to carry

out an innovation internship in a hosting company (EIC, EIT) for 3-6 months:

• Deep tech research talents (3-6 months) dedicated to highly specialised work

on specific project, requested by the hosting company. This component is

expected to attract the interest mostly of ERC, EIC Pathfinder, MSCA fellows

along with EIT supported postdocs/doctoral candidates and EIT Alumni and

EIT Jumpstarter beneficiaries;

• Aspiring innovators (up to 6 months) dedicated to more generic work in the

host organisation. This component is expected to attract the interest mostly of

EIT students and graduates.

Next generation innovation talents scheme



EIC Women Leadership Programme main 
goals and services



The European Innovation Council Work Programme 2023 was presented in a full-

day online event on 13 December 2022 dedicated to potential applicants, together 

with an overview of what has already been achieved under the previous work 

programmes

1. Main EIC achievements & Novelties of WP23.pdf (europa.eu)

2. EIC Pathfinder.pdf (europa.eu)

3. EIC Transition.pdf (europa.eu)

4. EIC Accelerator.pdf (europa.eu)

5. BAS.pdf (europa.eu)

Further Information

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/1.%20Main%20EIC%20achievements%20%26%20Novelties%20of%20WP23.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/2.%20EIC%20Pathfinder.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/3.%20EIC%20Transition.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/4.%20EIC%20Accelerator.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/5.%20BAS.pdf


European Innovation 
Ecosystems (EIE)
Work Programme Overview 2023-2024



EIE WP 23-24: Overview

Connected & efficient innovation ecosystems

 Support the scaling of companies

 Encourage innovation

 Stimulate cooperation among national, 

regional & local innovation actors

All ecosystem actors

 Interconnected, inclusive & efficient 

innovation ecosystems across Europe 

 Elevated scalability potential of business

 Innovative SMEs growth accessing 

markets & embedding in global value chains

Mostly CSAs and Co-fund actions, biannual WPs

EUR 527 million (2021-2027)

Objective Expected impacts

wp-10-european-innovation-ecosystems_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-10-european-innovation-ecosystems_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


EIE WP 23-24: Destinations

CONNECT

Building interconnected & inclusive 
innovation ecosystems across the 

Reinforcing network connectivity for 
sustainable business growth 

Setting, undertaking & achieving 
collective ambitions towards 

challenges for the benefit of society 

INNOVSMEs

This destination 
will support the 

continuation of the 
European 

Partnership on 
Innovative SMEs

The proposal must 

be submitted by the 

coordinator of the 

previous consortium 



CONNECT 2023

Topic Type of 

action

Timeline Budget

HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-01-01: Organisation of the

Women TechEU Scheme
CSA* Opening date: 

22/12/22

Closing date: 

23/03/23

EUR 15 M 

(1 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-01-02: Preparatory action 

for setting up joint programmes among innovation 

ecosystems actors

CSA
EUR 6 M 

(12 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-02-01: Stimulating 

Experimentation Practices
CSA Opening date: 

08/06/23

Closing date: 

21/09/23

EUR 4 M 

(4 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2023-CONNECT-02-02: Specialist Advisory 

Services to build capacities on innovation procurement 
CSA

EUR 4 M

(4 grants)

*Coordination and Support Action



CONNECT 2024
Topic Type of 

action

Timeline Budget

HORIZON-EIE-2024-CONNECT-01-01: Implementing co-

funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys
COFUND*

Opening date: 

11/01/24

Closing date: 

25/04/24

EUR 55 M 

(4-6 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2024-CONNECT-01-02: The African Union-

European Union Innovation Platform
CSA**

EUR 2,5 M 

(1 grant)

HORIZON-EIE-2024-CONNECT-01-03: Startup Europe CSA
EUR 12 M 

(6-8 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2024-CONNECT-02-01: Expanding 

Academia-Enterprise Collaborations 
CSA Opening date: 

06/06/24

Closing date: 

19/09/24

EUR 2,5 M

(5 grants)

HORIZON-EIE-2024-CONNECT-02-02: Mutual learning and 

support scheme for national and regional innovation 

programmes

CSA
EUR 1 M

(10 grants)

*Programme co-fund action

**Coordination and Support Action



Stimulating Experimentation Practices

• Identification of an area where innovative technologies emerge, justifying why 

experimentation in this area is essential 

• Development of an action plan aiming to set up an experimentation space (regulatory 

sandbox, living lab, test bed) to examine the potential of a particular innovative solution 

• Set up the experimentation space proposed in the action plan 

Actions for further consideration

• Create connected regional innovation valleys, involving regions with lower

innovation performances, by building on strategic areas of regional strength and

specialisation, in support of key EU priorities

Implementing co-funded action plans for connected regional innovation valleys



Actions for further consideration

Expanding Academia-Enterprise Collaborations 

• Creation of innovation ecosystems with educational & research institutions

• Support educational & research institutions to take a greater entrepreneurial role

• Leverage best practices of the P&P sector in the EU's well performing innovation 

hubs & enhance collaborations between businesses with R&I actors in educational 

& research institutions
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